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Tte upsurge of youth and underage participation in social-vices and their disastrous

:fecsarccausesof apprehension forthefutureof Nigeria.Thistrend isattributedtothe

nsffectir,cness of the'home in child upbringing contrary to the Islamic provisions. This

,Jerelopment indicates missing Iinks betrveen the Islamic duties of rnother on child

rearing and the practicc of Ni[cria rnothers. This scenario precipitates this study which

e.plor-es the Islamic motherin[ culture in curbing the social vices. especially among the

\luslim youths in the country. lhc rnotherly roles depicted in tlie Qur'an serves as

models ior nurturing uprighi chilclren. The paper expounds on some missing links

ber$,een the Islamic *oih"iing provisions and the practice among the Nigeria Muslim

morhers. The study also suggests manners of fixing the gaps created in mothering

\luslim childrel, Interview incl related studies were the major research instruments.

Vuslims. male and female, between the ages of 12 and 80 were randomly selected as

interviervees. These are: Islamic scholars, educators, school counselors, parents, youth,

etc. The findings revealed that Islarnic mothering is a comprehensive nurturing of a child

to forestall his/her engagement in ne farious activities. Impediments to Islarnic mothering

identificd are majorly mother's clisposition and economic predicarnent. The study

concludes that mothers should be resolute on discharging their duties as ordained by

Islam, by being available and accommodating and consciously managing the meager

,"rour.", rnade available to thern. 'fhese shall make the homc peaceful and serve as

shield for the children against viccs.

Keywortls: Islamic Mothering, Muslim Mothers, Prophylaxis, Social vices, Nigeria

lntroduction

The incrcasing ratc of thc youth and the underagc in social vices and thcir dcstrrrctivc

cffccts are al-alning and causing apprehension for thc future of the couptry. Tftese

realities are pot hiclden in the dailf rneclia reportage and research lindings'l It is on record

i3i man\ contemporary youths channel their vibrancy into nefariotts activities such as

::i"li-<r:- licentiousners,i"rrorir,n. ctc. instead of constructive endeavours. This trend rvas

:rerrrd ro be chiefly due to inefl'ectiveness of.the home.2 This devetopment negates the

trslrmr; tortil-rcation of the hoprc in anticipation of entrenching serene atmosphere
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conducive for child nurturing among other.3 Islam accorded comprehensive provisions to
i"::11.: 

to equip her wholesomely for the task of nurruring upright childrln tq.J::+,:,:tJJ). surprtstngly, sonle Muslim mothers are alleged to have downplay their maternal
duties.thereby making their wards including the undirage participate in jifferent kind of
Vices.' This children embrace viccs with impunity, showlng the laxity in their upbringing,
as if Islam does not vehemently condemn vices.6-

This clevelopment indicates tha1, there are some missing links between the Islamic
Inothering provisions and the practice of Nigeria Muslim rnithers. -fhe 

ineptness of some
Nigeria Muslim mothers is reported to have made their wards susceptibie to nefarious
practices 

-and availed the disgruntled politicians avenue to recruit them for horrendous
activities.T Thesg youth are most times rnobilized lvith hard drugs, ammunition and
material wealth which consequently reinforce them to engage in all sorts of destructive
activities and institutionalization of criminality in -th! 

country.8 conr.!r"ntty,
consumption of hard drugs and olher intoxicants, cultism, prorniscuity, fraudulent and
nefarious activities become their way of life. This happening nas the devastating effects
ol: incessant lost of lives and properties; destruction oiyouinr (physically, *enially and
rnorally) thereby rendering thent unproductivc and becorning tiabitiiies to ifr. ro"i"ty.,'
These scenarios spttrred this study rvith the aim of exploring the Islamic mothering
culturc as depictcd itt tltc Qur'an (that produces upright peisonalities), to serve as a model
fbr Nigcria Muslirn mothers and others from 

-elslewhere. 
The paper delves into the

Inissing links betwe"n 1!: [slarnic duty of mothering and how some Nigeria Muslim
ntothers nuftLrre tlreir children into blameworthy children. Also, ways of sunlounting
rnothering challenges that ensures best carc as ordained by Islam fbr children are
suggested in the paper. lnJervie* and related studies *,ere tlre rnajor research i.struments.
Muslims male and fernale, betrveen the ages of ll and g0 rrere randomh,selected as
intcrvier'vecs from Muslirn dorninated corninunities in IIorin. Kano. Zaria, lbadan, Lagos
and Abuja. These are: Islarnic scholars, educators, school counselors, parents, youth, etc.

\Iothcring Culture in Islam

Child is regarded in Islam as a precious gift from Allah, which He bestows ro
rvlronrsoevcr He wishes as attestcd in eur'an 42:49-5A:

It' | 1',,1 S L' /o t r r a a I of Re I ig i ot r s S I t r d i c-;

tui.d.xa6sl
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jf*" so:1{9,.r,'r;.ai bl fiil*Aq"tX.c
@,,,s ry,{f14 ia_ u,J;kr'kb 6rfi ,g;; i @ ;jif

To Allah belongs thc dominion of the heavens and the eafth. He creates
what IJe rvills (and plans). Ile bestorvs (children) matc or female
according to FIis rvill (and plan), or He bestorvs both males and females,
and lle leaves barren whom He rvill: for He is full of knowledge and
po*e..'o
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Every human being intr.ritively longs for children with their might and main, given the

benefits attached to them. Among others, they are considered adornment of life as

affirmed in the following verses of the Qur'an:

*i(.vu; 1+ * JrA,-AiJ"#,fb1*li a#ii t-;|tfiiSJt,si

d;i; -#i{;q$\iq'i:i
@uuj 3#!a),

"And those rvho pray, "Our Lord! Crant unto us rvives and olfspring who will be the

coprfort ofoureycs, and give us lthe gracc) to lead the righteous" (25:74)'

4114;t:\ -lri a J..? gtJs-/ii gP; as

ti
"Wealth and sons are alluremcnts of the life of this but the things that endure, good

deeds, are best in the sight of -l'hy' 
as rervards, and best as (the fourrdation for) hopes"

( I 8:46).

j, 6 s 6: 3r;'4 u"fi3

,<vw

ra) ,G.lJiar=4, z

"There did Zakariya pray to His Lord, saying: "O tny Lord! Grant unto tne from Thee a

progeny that is pure: for Thou art I Ic that heareth prayer!" (3:38).

This human dispositions to children. coupled witli Allah's intent of purifying humatr race

frorn filth, child nurturing is painstakirrgly handled in Islam to guarantee them as best gift
(Q. 18:46, 25:14) and not curse as ctrunciated in Qur'an 64:14:

@ i'F; fii ;i i,"2 trts"*, I si ob "e ii-*l
"Your riches and your children may be but a trial: but in the presence of Allah, is

the highest, relard".

':.; rcrses suggcst that thc r.rprightness or otherwise of any child depcnd largcly on tlre

-: -'::'l Siven to himlher by thc parents. Prophet Muharnmad also explairrs furtirer:
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No child is born except on Al-Fitrah (lslam) and then his parents make
him Jewish, Christian or Magian, as an animal produces a perlect young
animal; do you sec any paft of its body amputated?" Then he recited:
I'The religion of pure Islamic Faith (Hanifah), (i.e. to worship none but
Allah), The purc Allah's Islamic nature with which He (Allah) has
created mankind. [,et there be no change in Allah's religion (i.e. to.join
none in Allah's rvorship). That is the straight religion; but most of.nen
know not..." (Q. 30.3 0). 

rl

Hence, the Islamic method of mothering is meticulously handled to enable every child to
grow with proper care and becomc righteous. Though this assignment is specifically
designed to be spearheaded by the mother, but the paternal duties of the lather and the
society are germane to the proper training ofa child.

Mothering culture in Islam is the act of dedicating to the rvholesome nurturing of a child
from the state of fetus till adulthood in accordance rvith the Islamic principles. This task
involves the rearing of child affectionately in the stages of pregnancy, birth,
breastfeeding and every stage of development till he/she becomes of age (adult). These
stages of mothering are captured in the following Qur'anic verses:

@)eai U44W A.*ti oi ,;;e 6,:i'ct3 yi ;-,v ui ill'A;
"... In trarail upon travail did his mother bear him, and in years lryain was his weaning:
(hear the command). "shorv pratitudc to N'lc and to thJ- parents: to Me is (thy final) goal"
(3 l:11):

-*{ ,l; ""iiii C*:;.L,4gi'ro

witrtFtS*
)jA r4'z-ett,)i 61- 

oi :-ri V
*"+'I{\ i*s: lr{, ,

lt -.t ,L!i L;di 615 jEi !

L+$, t 1- 'gt ,::jt g)eIr ,_ "7.

2iw s uti y$ & \ 6. t st')i bf ' d;', U p.,r'li,b s" -2i t,:i "r -ii
4'J..5 tG * I iiii' -'t+,ii t:-;)L

@:".;'oi#q'iit'oi1-r:t;t'eliiiritg',sryfrr6;t;
The mothers shall givc suck to their offspring for two whole years, if the
father desires to complete the term. But he shall bear the cost of their
food and clothing on equitable terms. No soul shall have a burden laid on
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it greater than it can bear. No mother shall be treated unfairly on account
of her child. Nor father on account ol his child, an heir shall be
chargeable in the same way. If they both decide on weaning, by rnutual
consent, and alter due consultation, there is no blame on therr. [f ye
decide on a foster-mother for your offspring, there is no blame on you,
provided'ye pay (the mother) what ye offered, on equitable terms. But
fear Allah and know that AIlah sees welllvhat ye do (2:233).

'i. tarl ".. <. -<.
$j,o-t-:,t&lrJ .;-

ois [s4s ;.*s

" r;L'o ;ri;,:^i,;i;,li;3" Gf i:;^s :i 6'l'l:i'^l;

fl; .;;i $ a;;; *i oi G:iri *') Jv lL 6$i
uucli i, af qll;l g,i: a4#;is'*7t*1; sri

... In pain did his mother bear him, and in pain did she give hirn birth.
The carrying of the (child) to his weaning is (a period of) thirty months.
At length, when hc reaches the agc of full strength and attains forty
years, Ire says, "O rny Lordl grant me that I may be grateful fbr 'l'hy

favour which l'hoLr has bestowed upon me, and upon both my parents,
and that I may rrork righteousness such as Thou mayest approve; and be
gracious to me in rny issue. Truly have I tumed to Thcc and truly do I

borv (to Thee) in Islarn (46: l5).

It is apparent frorn the above expositions that lslamic duty of mothering is instinctively
the responsibility of the.mother and the father to make adequate provisions for their
upkeep (i.e. the rnother and the child).

Prcrcquisites of Islamic Mothcring

To facilitate Islamic rnothering. marriage is declared the only gate to family life in Islanr
(Q. 4:3, 24:32). Marriagc does not only create security to the couple (Q. 30:21, 2:187),
but provides veritable loving ancl screne atmospherc for child nurturing. Also, prelerence
is given to religiosity as the ,basis ol choice of the marriagc partner to be predisposed to
righleous childrcn as canvassed by the Prophet.l2 Allah explicitly shared marital dLlties to
couple (parents) 10 fosler peacc and hamrony in the home, as well as having comnritnrcnt
to the care of children. Matrirnonial and parental rcsponsibilities are allocated bascd on
the natural endorvment of the husband (father) and wife (rnother). The husband (father) is

obligatcd to maintain the farnily by supplying thcm with conducive environmcnt,
nourishing their physical and spiritual selves. These assignments are elucidated in the

Qur'an thus:
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j, lrt i L^,j 4 * ,ie:.'f"i j.b! q l$ ,p Jrrey ';Ali
"&:,1

"Men are the protectors and maintainers of lvomen, because Allah has given the one
more (strength) than the other, and because they support them from their rneans ..." (Q.
4:34).

'ii,iK-.! ti;ii;r; -trbt-li ,fii & # at;-e,1 or -r-. ,\b#.

Let the man of means spend according to his means: and thc man rvhose
resources are rcstricted, let him spend according to rvhat Allah has given

. hirn. Allah puts no burden on any person beyond rvhat He has given hirn.
After a difficulty, Allah rvill soon grant relief (Q. 65:7).

Prophct Muharnrnad also said in this respect:

Mu'awiyah asked the Apostlc of Allah, what is the right of the wife of
one ofus over hirn? I Ic replied: 'fhat you should givc her Ibod whcn you
cat- clothe lrer rvhen you clothe yoursell, do not strike her on the lbce, do
not rcvile her or separatc yourselffrom her except in the house.l3

Thus cvcry husbzrnd is the head. guardian, protector and backbone ol his {hrnily.rl
Sirrilarly, he must create an cnabling environment that will enhance thc wife's (mother)
psychological and physical stability lor thc arduous assignment of child nurturing.r5 'lhe
wife (mother). on the other hand, is ordered to be faithful to her husband and serve hirn
cfficiently as commanded. in thc lollorvings:

q ;i.L' Y i' : W J,;r,-U:tl

''... Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husband's)
absence what Allah tould have them guard ..." (Q.4:34); and Qur'an 25:74.

The rvife (rnother) is cqully saddled rvith thc management of the home particularly, the
children by overseaing tlrern (as earlier cited in Qur'an 2:233,31:14, ctc). The rnaternal
dLrties of rnothers, utrich are lhe locus of this paper, shall bc expounded upon in the
rvork. The cxtended family and otier relations (society) are similarly stakeholders in the
lslamic culture oF mothering- -I-heY 

are to lend support to the immcdiate parents' cfforls

W'J^+,
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in nutturing the younger ones.'fhey are to be the community watchdog against any vices

and also promoter ofvirtues as cxpaliated in the following Qur'anic verses:

o"i+$ 4:F\ Sti,:." ybl {tx)i "raia *v,;li3

a,,s'r1"-,^r"r3 fri Ci"alifli Sj'aii,ili 3;*r3.i f5i
@#i*'ri'oi'rit'&;i'

The believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: They

enjoin what isjust, and forbid rvhat is evil: They observe regular prayers'

practise regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger' On them

will Allah pour Ilis rnercy: for Allah is exalted in power, wise (9:71)'

b;fu 4i * <,"*i+,P\bic q"tt)-L+fiil*'#
I

i ltl... 7.4

"Yc are thc bcst ofpeoples. erolred for rnankind, enjoining rvhat is right, forbidding

rvhat is urong, and believing in Allah ." (3:110)

'lhc Prophet sumrrcd up these duties lor the stakeholders thus:

All of you are guardians and are responsible for your wards The ruler is

u guuriiun and ihe man is a guardian of his family; the lady is a.guardian

ani is responsiblc lor her husband's house and 1''it sff-spring; and so all of
you arc girardians and are rcsponsible for your rvards l6

Mother's Ilcsponsibilitiris in Islamic Mothcring

Allah fortified mother to intuitir,cly have passion for her children. She is bestowed rvith

uniquc physical, psychological and cmotional characteristics necded to effectively care

for iheii uibrlnging. Her compassionate, sensitivc, patience, kindhearted,ess natures are

suitable for tending ttre youngcr ones. Nonetheless, her faith and trust in Allah: her

willingness ro obef Allah's conrrnand arc gelrnanc to her behavioural tendency in this

duty. 
;lhe 

Qur'an gives examplc of Hanatu (mother of Maryam) and her resolute on

riglrteous progeny through her fervcnt prayers and monitoring:
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e,iu,1 ;r'W6F,#,ic 4bix ito;b>+ trriau\1

,t " i,iJn.ru

s*l $ r, q+''

"t:.? 
fr ,;t5- i b3i.'ifr 'ol

Ubi t:, *i'itii $i-q*s n) *i.rsv r{,-a't t:s @ ilfi'e*5

r+:hi ir Wjq <,tt j)i " p*,< 5'ai 6-tr3

"sfij,itks (s sti w| fr gia $ @- @ rJi
",'t^ 4 S ij-"- Jt "€:r.6t+ 

GS or';ii t3-fi qiL Jtl
fi*a

Beholdl a woman of 'lmran said: "O my Lord! I do dedicate unto Thee

' what is in my rvomb for Thy special service: so accepl this of me: for

Thou hearest and knorvest all things."

When she was delivcred, she said: "O my Lord! Behold! I am delivercd

of a female child!"- and Allah knew best what she brought forth- "And
no wise is the male like the female. I have named her Mary, and I

commend her and her offspring to Thy protection fronr the evil or.tc, the

rejccted."

Right graciously did Her Lord accept her: He made her grow in purity

,nd b"iuty, in the care of Zakariya was she assigned Every timc that he

entered (her) chamber to see her, he found her supplied with sustenance'

He said: "O Mary! rvhence (comes) this to you?" she said: "From Allah'
For Allah providcs sustenance to whom He pleases without tneasure" (Q'

3:3 5-3 7).

TIre aforcmentioned verses Show thc efficacy of prayers, resourcel'ulness of Hannatu and

her faith in Allah by entrusting Maryam to Prophet Zakariya to enhance her religious

devotion. Prophet Zakariya monitored Maryam perfectly 10 the extent of realizing that

she does have miraculoui provisions in her midst. This narrative shows that if mother

employs prayer, resoluteness and resourcefulness, she will raise upright children like

Maryam.

\,lothei,s uprightness is germane to mothcring as a viable example to her child. Maryam

rvas blessed with a ctrila without having intercourse with any man. This happened

because of her chastity and devotion to Allah (Q. 66: l2). The miraculous conception of
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Maryam and her birrh to Prophet'lsa (Q. l9:16-22) also illustrates that if mother is

chaste, her progeny will bc purc as narrated in Qur'an 66: I2:

;,ry .ii|*i V i: -:r )4 uz* ti;:; -:;;i ii'o'* *i ?lS

@'S;:i:i AUr<s-."*iW

"And Mary thc daughtcr of 'lmran, who guarded her chastity;.and we breathed into (her

body) of Our spiritf and .l.re te.tilj"d to the truth of the words of Her Lord and of His

revelations, and was one ofthe devout (servants)".

Similarly, Hanatu's virtue and chastity was eulogized when her daughter, Maryam

appeared before the society with her tniraculous child, Prophet "lsa (Q.19:28), indicating

that Maryam has righteous parent.

Mothering duties cqually involve submissiveness to husband (as wife), the sacrifice of
comfort, cxhibition of patience and perseverance for the sake of the child. These virtues

were demonstrated by Hajarah lor thc survival of her son, Prophet lsmail in a hostile

cnvironment as described in Qur'an l4:37. Hajarah's hastening between SaJa and Marua
several limes in search of \\'ater lor her son, not minding the roughness of the terrain is

commemorated d,.ring hajj and 'ttmrah as sa'y (Q. 2:158).17 Her son also grew up with

good virtues, became righteous and acclaimed forbearer (Q. 37:100-103). Hajarah was

ubl" to,"u, her son with laudable qualities she possessed. She served as model to him in

obedience, endurance, patience. Iaith in God among others. lf mother relates honourably

rvith falher (her husband), and lives by the Islafiric moral principles, her children are

predisposed to being righteous like Prophet Ismail.

Prophet Musa's mother's skills of nu(uring are also narrated in the Qur'an 28:7-13. Her

laitir in God gave her the couragc to protect her son from being killed at infancy by

Fir"arvn's soldiers. She displaycd high level of ingenuity by sending Musa's sister to

monitor his son on the river. I[er cleverness assisted her in breastfeeding her son and

partaking in his upbringing. The rolc playcd by Asiyah, the wife oi Fir"awn who adopted

irrophet Musa is remarkable to his survival and rearing in the palace of a tyrannical king.

Asiyah protected him against her husband through humility and persuasivcness as

..po.t",l in Qur'an 28:9. [[er lovc for Musa is infinitc; she tenderly protected hirn and

defended him ultimarely. Prophet Musa was nursed rvith high moral standards possessed

by Asiyah (Q. 56:ll) and his mother. Consequently, Prophet Musa grew up courageous'

kindhearted, humble, and steadfast. [f a mother breastfeeds ler child, supervises the

upbringing, and/or have virtuous guardian around him/her, such child will grow up a

balanced rugged human being likc ['rophet Musa.
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The intimacy between mother and child, through pregnancy, birth, breastfeeding, and

tending for many years till adulthood; her attendant sacrifice of sleep, comfort, energy,
resources and other inestimable discomfort as established in the Qur'an (2:233,31:.14,
46:15, etc.) equip mother for mothering. These experiences ignite mother's level of
patience, endurance, attentiveness, understanding, skillfulness, etc in child rearing. This
reality creates natural bonding between mother and the child. She becomes his/her first
teacher, the closest person who understands the child's needs and peculiarity. It is this
design that makes mother the chiefarchitect of child's personality' It is what she ingrains

during the formative stages of development that she nurtures at adolescent through
appropriate guidance, counseling, mentoring and becoming righteous model to the child.

The task of tgnding childien becomes .more complicated at teen stage for mothers due to
the convulsive nature ofthe stage.rs ln this period, lslam applies authoritative style of
parenting as exemplified by Prophet Ya"qub (Q. 12:4-6, 16-18, etc.) and Luqman (Q.

31 :12-19). In the case of Prophet Ya"qub, he was approachable, responsive, supportive,
patient, subtle, forgiving in his interactions with the children. It rvas the confidence

reposed in him that enticed his children to share their worries, seek his guidance and

follow them appropriately. His constant admonitions and exhortations on belief system in

Islam, evils associated with Shaytan and its accomplices assisted in cultivating good

moral standard in them and feeling remorseful when they erred. ln the case of Luqman to

lris son, Qur'an 3l'.12-19 contains his admonitions which covers the themes of: worship
of God alone; honour of parents, knowing that God willjudge all deeds, fulfilling duty
torvards Cod and humanity.le Mothers should comply to the above instructions to save

themselves and their wards fronr hell fire (Q. 66:6).

The above verses set boundary lor a child in hiVher relationship rvith God, parents alld

other lruman beings in a very cloquent and logical manner. These verses are not only
moral lraining for children, but also prepare them intellectually. Although these training
methods were explored by fathers (Prophet Ya'qub and Luqman); mothers too, can apply
them in training their children. 'fhese expositions describe healthy relationship that is
cnvisioned for child and parent interactions in Islam.

The enormous duty of lh'e mother in Islamic mothering as described above, are all-
embracing (moral, physical, and intellectual development ofthe child) There is no doubt

that this arduous task demand so much from the mother, in terms of exhaustion of her

time, energy and comfort, among others. This reality presupposes rvhy mother (wife) is to
be furnished rvith care and attention by husband to enhance her total dedication to child
upbringing. Similarly, her steadl'astness in child nurturing is profoundly appreciated and

recompensed irnmeasurably in several verses ofthe Qur'an such as in: 17 23-25
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6< t:6i -5 Ui

:4i ary i& ct"'3,*;1 iaiis lr:-1 {1 'r;d;j {f uf: iius *

@ (f \i 4 Jr',:";;; *s $d *: trt aS ii-t-;;i
A(* ali 1:;$ a j* ew 4,e+is

@ 
(rp 3r";lys. ittL,ip'u*;; ilf5 ot"fu p 4 q *i fr:

Thy Lord hath decreed that yc worship none but Him, and that ye be kind

to parents. whether one or both ofthem attain old age in thy life, say not

to them a word ofcontempt, nor repel them, but address them in temls of
honour. And, out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and

say: "My Lordl bestow on them Thy Mercy even as they cherished me in

childhood." Your Lord knorveth best what is in your hearts: if ye do

deeds of righteousness, Verily He is Most Forgiving to those who turn to

Him again and again (in true penitence).

Prophet Muharnmad in several ' ohadith also culogizc mother out of rvhich is:

I asked, "O Allah's Messenger, to rvhom should Ishorv kindness?" He

replied, "Your mother." I asked, "Who comes next?" He replied, "Your
mother." I asked, "Who comes next?" He replied "Your mother'" I

asked, "Who comes next?" He replied, "Your father, then your relatives

in order of relationsh ip."2o'

Most importanlly, children of this tnothering model become righteous, progressive, and

resourceiul. Hence, mothering is a religious obligation on every mother that supersedes

any fonn ofother endeavours in lifc.rl

Missing Links bctwccn Islamic Mothcring and thc Practicc in Nigcria

Mothcr's Disposition

Mother,s disposition according to the interviewees cut across her values, interest and

behaviour tendencies. They expatiated that some Muslim mothers in the country have

denigrated their religious duty of nurturing children consciously or unconsciously; seeing

motliering as burdei that resiricts their m-ovements, comfort and p.ogres.." They added

that these women cherish western way of rearing children by monetizing the duty through

the intervention of housemaids/nannies or daycare centres (that are most times,

indiscriminatcly chosen).23 Thcsc outlets are charged with the home management and

lraining of the children as rvell as socializing with them. The inten,iervees also lamented

that neither the nannies/housemaids nor the daycare centres usually have the lslamic
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learning-ind orientation to inculcate in the children.2a These children are iherefore left
deciding for themselves, or at the mercy of the personality that harbour them mostly. In
this u,ise, children are denied motherly affections, love, care and attention needed for
proper upbringing and become prone to freedom, luxury and even vices at tender age.

The case of motlrer's desperate quest for rnaterialism and living in excessive luxury rvas

cqually mentioned as attitude that dcters adequate supervision ofchildren. These mothers.
are said to be mostly after the ph1'sical and intellectual development ofthe children at the
detriment ofthe moral. -fhe1, enroll them in institutions devoid of Islamic orientations but
inclined only to western idcologics. These children are nurtured with sophisticated
clothing, feeding and even information and communication gadgets which predispose
them to horrendous activities. Inadvertently, these children imbibe foreign and unlslartic
culture of uratcrialism and careless living.25

The life pattern and social values of mothers are also averred to be another impediment to
lhe righteousness of some Nigeria Muslim children. Instances of Inothers r.vho adopt
socialitc stylc of living as well as opposing Islamic values were identified as bad omen

for their children. Their incessant attendance in ceremonies, coupled with extravagant
spending launch their children into rraterialistic tendencies and frivolities. They grew up

with litlle or no respect for God and perceive Islamic ethics as outdated and unrealislic
lor modern time. They cmbrace viccs as a rvay of lifc and engage in them rvith irnpunity.

Another challenge of rnothering is aggressive and impatient behaviour cmanating from
mothers' inability 1o combine horne management with career callings. The interviewees
affirm that most contemporary Muslim mothers in the country are victims of this. They
rvork round the clock to cope with thc twain duties having little or no time to rest.2o This
experience makes them vulnerable to life trials and tribulations, with altcltdant poor
health. They sometimes act impatiently and sometimes aggressively with their spouses

and children. 'l'hese attitudes coupled with thcir inevitable absence (at one point or the
otlier), strain tlre natural intimaoy bctween them and their wards. Consequently, the

children lose confidence in them and seek guidance and solace elsewhere or even in
v ices.

Weak Family Rapport

Poor family rapport is reported to lrave been precipitated by complex happenings in the
lamily, especially between the couples.2T C)ne of these is, where the husband and wife
rclationship is vcry tensed; the atmosphere is devoid of peace and love; and

inadvertently, couples act selfishly. fheir home becomes the abode oftension and their
rvards are in disarray withoul any family grip. Also when fathers (husbands) shirk their
familial duty, the rvile and the children bear the brunt. This attitude is reported to have

ternptcd sornc rvives and children into liccntiousness among otlrers; in an attempt of
rnaking the ends rneet.rs lndividualistic st-yle of living of modern tirne is also mentioned
to havl rveakened the cxtendecl lhmilial iapport uiereby the parents are the only adult
availablc for the training ofchildren. Children arc consciously or unconsciously nurtured
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to disregard extended famiiies in (hcir affairs. Thb role of imfirediate and distant family
relations in ensuring that young ones act properly is erased. All the aforesaid make

children vulnerable to vices (like licentiousness, fraudulent and obnoxious activities).

Economic Predicament

Economic difficulty being rvitnessed in the country has devastating effect on Islamic
mothering of children.2e Many parcnts who are con3cious of their parental roles are

impeded by either nonpayment of salary or poor harvesting, or problem of insurgencies.

Children's training needs could not be met; school graduates or artisans are also jobless

and could not fend for themselvcs, but still look up to their parents (who have meager

resources). The above scenarios frustrate some youth into fraudulent or nefarious

activities. The activities of the socialite mothers, who have carved fake opulent way of
living, also create avoidable financial mess for the family. The children who are given

rvrong impression about the financial strength of the family; and could not cope when

they come of age with meager resources; may end up in fraudulent or nefarious practices.

Bridging of Gaps between the Islamic Mothering and the Practicc in Nigeria

Quatities of Mothcrhood in Islam

Muslim mothers should cultivatc laudable qualities cherished in lslam and internalize

them in their livcs. These qualities are obedience to Allah and husband, virtuousness,
patiencc, perseverance, trusi in (iod. tolerance, selflessness, prayerfulness, among olhers,

Obedience to Allah is the major quality that can sustain any human through the phases

and intricacies of life. Allah emphatically prescribed Islam as the only acceptable religion
for humanity (Q.3:19, 85). It has comprehensive laws that cater for every aspect of
human endeavours and Muslims are unequivocally commanded to live accordingly.
Hence, the Muslim rnothers must allow Islamic principles to guide not only her rituai
worships but also human interactions. She should surrender lvholeheartedly to the Islamic
injunctions as comrnanded by Allah and subject her values. interests, behaviours as well
as her general outlook to it as donc by Hannatu, mother of Maryaln. She must possess

strong will for Islamic ideals and institutionalize thern in her way of life. Mother's
obedience to Allah involves her tolal submission to her husband as asserted by Islam. She

must serve him enthusiastically rvithout reservation and see to his physical, mental and

moral serenity.ro

Similarly, Muslinr motheis should imbue patience ill their interactions (Q.3:200),
cspecially with their husbands in order to cope with their shortcomings. In the same

rnanner is the need to cultivate perscverance in the times of dilficulties to prevent them

lrom blamervo(hy reactions.'Ihesc laudable qualities rvill fortify thern with the will and

courage to livc by Allah's commandments even in the presence of apparent challenges.''
Consequent upon thesc, their homes flourishe in lovc and tranquility with their children
receiving 1he best tslarnic care and having rnodels to emulate likc the case ol Hajarat and

her son Propl.rct Ismail.
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Mother's Disposition to the Childrcn

Muslim niothers should manage the home with all their natural endowments and

resources as worship as demanded in Q. 6: 162:

g'*1rt o; $. -:.t s ts#l,tls e>c'ol +
"Say: Truly, my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my death' are (all) for

Allah, the Chcrisher of the Worlds "

They rnust dedicate themselves to thc overall well being of their children as clamoured

i"r-[y p.prr" Musa's mother. Evcry stage of child's development requires molher's

affeciion, attention, guidance, patienie, 
"ndutun"", 

resourcefulness supervision arnong

ott.,"rs. fn"." inteiaJtions. will afford ihe mother ample opportunity to recognize the

;;;[;;, ;"i ;rtp.ken actions/reactions, feelings, opinions and activities of the child and

uiply upp,opriut", imrrediate mcasures in due course These l.rappenings will equally

.iJ"[ iir.rv uni lor"ly rappoft that ingrain the trust of the mother in children'

d."r.qr"ub the children wilictrltivate 
"o'fid"nt" 

in them and abide by their guidance

^ *ur'in tt 
" "ur" 

of Prophet Ya'qub narrated in Sural Yusuf i e' Qur'an i 2'

Muslim molhers should train llieir rvards to recognize the boundaries of Islam and to live

in accordance. She should explicitly, eloquenily and systematically present lslam,ic

i"".irl,tg. according to the level oi 
"t'ita's 

undirstanding The fear of Cod and His

^i,riUr,3, 
should b"e ingrained in the child's mind right frorn inlancy The rationales

L"l.,ina ,n" dos and donits of lslarn as rvell as the reward or punishment atlachcd to them

.fr"riJ "q*fly 
bc cnphasised to tlre adolescent children in pa(icular as done by Luqman

to his child.

l\,luslim lrothers should guide their rvays and strife to practice the lslamic principles to

itr" U".t of their abilitie;. Thcy shouid be sensitivc to what they say, do, and their

;;;.;",t. in cvery cvents of lifc 'l'lcy should be good rnodel to the children to reinforce

ii. prrlii."ri,y u'na uiuuility ol'the lsiamic principles Refe.rence should always be drawn

.,f i'rnoonant personalities in Qur'an or Muslim societies as rnodel to demonstrate

rigr,i.lr, ii';"g.ii CtitJ .nouta'ue given enabling atmosphere to clear their worries or

ur? u.y qt,"*ion. rvitl.tout fear ol inirnidation- Most importantly' the mothe$ should bc

sensitive. scientific and pragmatic in diagnosing these cases alrd responding through

lslamic injunctions appropriately,

Mcdiating Economic Challcngcs

Muslim mothers should manage the financial resources of the family judiciously and live

rvithin their lirnit as directed iu Qur'an 65:7 They should be mildful of extravagant

,p"nai,rg lt"lmout cotnpromising qirality; on dietary, clothing' accommodation' schooling

,i.,",rr.- in thc lamily. Thcl- sirouli avoid. trnhealthy conrpetitions and. incessant

.lr"l"*r"i "J"gt'"i 
tt"i. jce rs tbr productive needs They should ingrain in their
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children the nccd to live honourably and be crcativc to cxplorc lawful opportunitics, as

rvcll as rcposing trust in Allah.

Conclusion

This papcr lias explorcd tlic lslamic mothering culturc as prophylaxis against social vices

in Nigcria. It emphasized lnothcr's rcsponsib ilitics in rearing her children to bc upright as

envisioncd by lslam. Mothcring stl les depicted in thc Qur'an tltat nurturcd important
personalitics in lslanr wcre usid as urodel for Nigeria mothers to emLrlatc, Thc paper also

identifics Muslitn nrothers' disposilion as the major hindrance to Islamic mothering

among Muslims in the c'ountry. 'fheir carefrce stancc to lslarnic ideals and carclcss

altitudcs to lhcir horncs rob children propcr oricntations prescribcd by Islam Thc paper

thcrefore, concludetl that thc a lbrcrncttlioned challengcs to Islamic nrothcring can bc

sunnountcd througli N'lothers' obedicnce to Allah and their husbands; dcdication to, and

praycrs for thcir clrildr'cn, along rvilh her cxcrcise of patiencc. pcrscvcrance,

resource[ulncss and trust'in Allah. Consequcntly, thc homes rvill flourish itr peacc, lovc

and tranquility; and shicltl childrcn and lantily Incrnbcrs against any vicc.
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