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NIGETTIA INTER.IIELIGTOT]S COUNCIL TN LAGOS S'IATE:
TTS tsORMATION, IMPACT AND CHALLENGES

About two decades of the rr"igeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC) has been more than

plausible in solving the problems emanating frotn various religious groups and

personalities. This, to a large e.rtent. pus the Council in a proper stead to stem the tide

even betbre issues are unfolded. fhe Council prices rvell in the hand of rela(ive

Coveniment particularll'at the tilne rvhen bigotry, extremism and terrorism in the name

of religion bite harder. As a formation that follows the trend of events at all times and in

all places the council has achievcd tremendously. Lagos State Government always

collaboratcs with the Council to cnsure reiative peace is enjoyed despite thc volatile

nature olthe citizenry in the Statc. 'l'he ainr of this paper is not only to present NIREC in

Lagos State in particular and Nigeria in general has a formidable religious initiate of the

government, but also 10 evaluale their activities as commendable noteworthv in

controlling and reducing religious criscs to the barest minimum in Lagos State' lt was

discovered, however, that tltis rvould not lrave been possible without constant interaction

rvith Religious Lcaders in thc State. Through the Council, various policies of the

Government get across the polity since majority of the residents are Christians and

Musiims. It is the opinion of this paper that rclative peace enjoyed in Lagos State should

ltot be taken for grantcd. It is on this basis that some suggestions were offered on possible

rvays of strengthening the Council {br bettcl achievemcnts .The paper hou'ever, solely

adopted a library based approach in gathering all necessary information lbr its

actualiza(iorr.

Abst ract

Kcyrvords: lnter-Religious, lnterlhith, Peace, Dialogue, Lagos, NIREC

Introduction

Nigerii is onc olthe nations wlrcrc Muslims arc in majority.r The population is divided

among thc olticially recognizcd trio-fortnations namely: Muslinis, Christians and
'lraditional rvorshippers. The colonial mastcrs' arrangcment that put over 250 cthnic
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groups together to fornr a corporatc cntity "Nigeria" precipitate numerous agitations
rvhich culminate in self dctennination by each group. The above-nrentioned religious
divides serve as big umbrella under w.hiclr innumerable inciinations abidc, Post-
iniependent Nigeria paved way for socio-cultural tendency to be subdued, nay [s!am
involved. 'lhis gave way to thoughts of secular outlook in Nigeria, as nortrayed in some
quarters even though another opirriou maintains rnuhi-rcligious. Whereas, secularism is a
term uscd for a statc rvhercby no god rvhatsocver is recognized.l

Ilistorically, lslanr predated Christianiry in Nigeria. Neverthelcss, the lmperialists'
support for thc lattcr and the purporred subjugation of the former for lhc interest of the
lattcr, lcaves more to bc desilcd.r lt paints thc picturc of the t*.o main religions
(Christianity and Islam)'coming in closc rivalry over the instrumcnt ol governance.
Traditional rcligionists also seldom rcar head as they demand ior onc thing or the o(her.
Arnidst the situation, anarclry and turbulence oftcn results rvhcn socio-religious matter is
brought to thc fore.

llcncc, tirc nccd to prcscrvc thc corporatc cxistcncc of the nation is airncd at through
forrning a formidablc front in-spite ofthc socio-religious background. Thc need arises 1o
'hclp rcsolvc lhe long standing conflict and to build deepcr undcrsranding ofcontentious
issucs.l llorvcvcr, thc "[ront" comcs in fonn of dialogue which is not about judgiug,
rveighing or making definitc decisions. It is all about undcrstanding and lcarning. This is
capablc of'dispclling stcrco-typcs, building trust and cnabling {he acquisition of nerv
pcrspcctivcs.s

In ihis papcr, rvc discusscd thc advcnt of Nigcria Inter Rcligious Council (NIREC) in thc
country; thc rncaning and itrstrumcntation of dialoguc in Islam; instrumcntatiou cf
dialoguc as rvorld rreacc initiativc; NIREC intcrvcntion in Nigeria; NII{EC in Lagos
Statc: ils inrpacts as rvcllas chcllcngcs; rccomrncndations and conclusior.

Atltcn t of N'IRIC
"l'hc. irlea of dialoguc had. bccn adoptcd as a vcritablc tool for soiving socio-rcligious
issucs in Nigcria bcforc,thc crncrgcncc of thc NIREC in 1999. Scasoncd scholars o{'
I{cligious Studics in tlrc nation's lvory Torvc'rs havc bccn contributing irnqrcnscly
towards.mutual undcrstandilg of lcligious dictatcs in a vicrv to foslcr pcacefirl co-
cxistcncc in thc polity. Thc Vctcran Prolcssor, Mulrib O. Opcloyc is a casc in point.6'l'o
cclncnt this initiativc as a bcst avcnuc for arresting thc spatc of violcnce in religious
circlc, thc Fcdcral Covernurcur lrcraldcd,fifry (50) mcmbcrship organization; (25
Christians and 25 Muslinrs) on thc I l{' Scptcmbcr, 1999 to scrvc as thc tnourh-piccc of
tilc l\yo nlain lcligions in thc counlry.'This rvas namcd Nigcria Intcr-Rcligious Council
(Nrr{EC).
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'l'hc Council as it will bc hcnccfo(h referred to is co-chaired by the President General,
Nigeria Supreuic Council lor Islamic Affairs (NSCIA) and lhc President, Christian
Association of Nigeria (CAN). Adminislratively, the maiden Natiorral
Coordinator/Executive Secretary ol thc Council from 1999 - 2007 rvas the lhen Statc
tlouse Chaplain, l{ev, Professor Yusuf Obaje.s The main tenn of reference for the
Council rvas its being an indepcndent permanent body saddled with the responsibility of
providing religious leaders and trrditional rulers a veritable platform to cngender
hcalthier interlace and understanding arnong the lcaders and follorvers ol thc trvo rnajor
lcligions in Nigeiia. 'fhis is in a rvay of putting in placc a solid slructure for lasting peacc

and religious harmony in Nigeria.'fhis is in sharp contrast with the Nigeria Presidency's
onerous Evangclical Summit hcld in 1999 wltich rvas purported to curtail thc electronic
rncdia's less-coordinated broadcast of miracle cpisodes.e 'fhe Council had since then
bcing playing activc roles. in various Statcs olthe fedcration.

Meaning and Inslrumcntation of Dialoguc in Islam

Dialoguc rreans a con!'crsa(ion bct\\'cen t\\'o or rnorc pcoplc. Tlte rvord 'Ilivar'
(dialoguc) is rncrrtior:cd in thc Qur'an on11'threc times, Allah (SII{) in Q.l8:34 relatcs a

sccnc ofrnutual talk'l am more than 1'ou in ri'calth and stronger in respect of men.'Other
rclativc Lcnrls itcludc lfrljaclalctlr -argument, Llunazarolt- sharing of viervs, ctc. Q.58:l
rclatcs thc cpisode of Kharvlah bint Tha'labah and her husband, rvhen slre engaged the
I'rophel (Sl Ir) in a typical convcrsational terrain conccrniug the conduct of lrer husband,

Aus bn As-Samit. Allah says: 'And Allah hears thc argument bcnvccn you both. Verily,
Allah is All-llcarcr, All-Sccr.'

Apparcntly frour llrc abovc verscs, dialoguc mcans rcciprocity, cxchangc and giving-and-
taking of spcech bctrvccn trvo sidcs. hr thc Qur'anic polcmics, various dcfinitions arc
providcd, thc best of rvhich appcars as: 'a person's cflorts in prcvcnting his opponcnt
irorn rcfuting his spccch by providing evidence or dubiety'.r0 lixamples of faith-bascd
argunrcnts abound in thc Science of hadith, philosophy, theology and litcraturc tvitlt
rnassivc trsc of semantics and logic. Thc rlsh'arites, Alu lazaliles and Philosophcrs ol'
lslarnic rcligion drarv nruch lronr argunrcntativc discoursc.rl

frrrrlhcrnrorc, thc author of Al-Atishoh Al-lluneer posits on dialoguc as provision -ol:
'countcring cvidcncc rvith cach othcr in ordcr to shorv rvhich is nrorc prcpondcranl. ' '' lt
cmploys argumcnt rvhich is sub-dividcd into positivc and negativc. This is rncntioned in
thc Qur'an in twcnty-ninc tirncs all ofrvhich arc ncgativc, rvith thc cxccption olthe trvo
vcrscs rncntioncd abovc. A posilivc argumcnt (Jidat) is that intcndcd for thc right cause

likc finding the truth, revealing it and cstablishing prools upon rvlrocvcr docs a l'rong
thing or not fbllorving Allah's religion (lslam). "lhis tnust bc donc by a person rvith
knorvlcdge ancl insights. Scholars ol'/radilft classified argument in a way that shows that
it is undcsirable, lbr it is based on disputc and tcnsion. This is pcrhlps rcfcrrcd (o in /6/t
trlojah llook'of Statna,h Lrndcr a chtptcr titlcd: 'Avoiding I leresics and Arguing."'
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irrespective of this premise, dialogue ir th'e Qur'an is rich with numerous examples.
'l ypiial instanc-es cri dialogue in thJ Qur'an context ars discoursc session betrvcen Allah
an! the.Angeh regarding the creation of Prcphet Adam (lJ) (Q.2:32-34); between Allah
(SWI) and i{is Prophets (lD, like Prophet.lsa (Jesus) (.4S) (Q.5:l l6-!17) and; that of
Prophpts,and. Messengers .rvith disbeiievers like Fir'awn and his cohorts (Q.40:28-44).
Other argument sessions in rhe Iight of the Qur'an include rhe believing Jrlr's
conversation with their people (Q.46:29-32)t Prophet .Musa and Klrrlr (Q.18:66-81);
.Fir hu'rr with his chiefs (Q.26:3a-37) dnd df course Prophet Sulayman (l,D and:his F/ad_
hud (Q.27:22-28). 'fhe instances. nevenheless the rulings of dialogue as evident across
the mentioned passages of the glorious Qur'an, remain significant and germane to the
cause of the religion of lslam il'thel are done for goodr+il[. right causc. knowledge and
evidential proof. lt is in this rsgard rhar Allah (Sii?) declares in Q.l6:l:5 rhat ovation is
given to inviting people to the rvay of Aliah rvirh rvisdom and fair exhonation, and that.
argument should be mairlly on what is bener i,e. monorheism. Dialogue as mairr
instrument of religious distourse, may qften lead to what could be rJferred to as
Mubahalah- this is the trend of discourse where a party to the discourse refuses to listen
to reason in the contest.rr

KWASUJotunal ol Religious Studies t/ol. 3, No. 1, (2O19)

But whoever disputes with you in this matter after what has come to you
of knowledge, then say: Come let us call our sons and your sons and our
women and your women and our near people and your near people, then
let us be earn€st.in prayer, and pray for the curse of Allah on the liar.

lt is evident froin the above rhat dialogue at spiritual contest is more of knowledge
increase and mind-boggling soluticn.

Al-Mubahalah is used in Qur'an chapter 3:61 wherc Allah says:

InstrumentationofDialogrieasWorldPcaceInitiative

In recent time, some Inter-faith dialogues adopted relative names. Such names appear
like Inter-belief dialogue, lnter-path dialogue, Trans-belief dialogue and lnrerrcligious
dialogue. to refer to interaction between different Faith groups such as Muslims,
Christians or,Jews for example.l5 There are local, regional, national and international
inter-l'aith iniriatives: many lormally and ihformalll constitute larger federations. This
informed the idea ofthe often-quoted sayings: 'There will be no peace among the nations
without peace among the religions' as perpetuated by Hans King, a Professor of
Ecumeirical Theology and Prcsident of the Global Ethic Foundation.r6 Inter-faith
diaiogue initiatives have recorded varied degrees ofsuccess across ages and generations.
According to scholars of dialogue, to engender understanding, teamwork or tolerance,
three forms of dialogue has to be explored namely: dialogue ofthe head, ofthe hand and
of the heart.

68



In the dialogue of the head, ordcrs are mentally reached unto to leam from those whose
thoughts are slightly different frorn their own. Dialogue of the hand enables us to rvork
togeth'er to make the world a better place in which we must all live together; rvhile the
dialogue of the heart_enables us to share the experience ofthose u,hose emotions are

different from ours." More impomantly, lnter-faith record had that after the 2001

September I I attacks in USA, lnter-faith relations proliferated.l S It further revealed that

'conversations about the urgency of interfaith dialogue and the need to be knowledgeable

about the faith ofothers gained attraction in new ways.'le

The seed of interfaith sown across different sections of the world close to fwo decades

ago are looked up to in yielding sustainable fruits to forestall world peace. The

hltemational Center for Sustainable Development (ICSD), the largest Interfaith
Environmental Organization in the Middle East in the opinion of Wikipedia, rvas

established in 2010. T'he aim ol' establishment among others is to bring together 'faith
groups, religious leaders, and teachers to pronlote peace and susta inability.'u' In the same

vein, 2011 witnessed President Barack Obama's challenge to lnterfaith and Community
Service Campus by sending letter to all Presidents of Institutions of higher leaming in the

United States of America. The main objective of the challenge was geared towards

ma,ximizing the education contributions of communir.r.'-based organizations, faith
cirganizations included, and, b1' 2015, over 400 Institutions of higher leaming who had

responded to the challenges of conflict resolution among people of different faiths and

backgrounds in the UnitJd States were hosted for the fiist time by him.2' In the same

vein in 2012, The King Abdullali Dr Abdul Aziz Intemational Centre for Interreligious
and lntercultural Dialogue (KAICIID) was opened in Vienna, Australia. It was

established with board of directors including Jews, Christians and Muslims. The prime
purpose was to empower the active work ofthose in the field ofdialogue, social activism
or of confiict resolution. By extension, 'the body was to promote acceptance of other

cultures, moderation and tolerance as an independent centre that would not promote any

religion.22 To a large extent, the new trend of positivism in inter-faith dialogue appears to
be the outcome of the Common Word of 2007 by Muslim Theologians' advocacy for
large scale Inter-faith Dialogue which is relatively new in the opinion of Wikipedia,"
against the background of Q3:64's call for dialogue unto the people of the Book on one

hand and on the other, tlie relative commonality among mankind Q49:l3 ln the exact

premise, tlre declaration is meant to work out moral common ground on many social

issues. This is part of the very foundational principles of both faiths: love of one God,

and love of the neighbors,. The^ viervs which are found over and over again in the sacred

texts of lslam and Christianity."

NIREC's Intcrvention in Nigeria

Nigeria being disposed to multi-cultural and multi-religious outlook is prone to self
determination by various groups' intolerance. To mend thc way in-between groups would

employ amorous understanding of one another. To help people resolving long-standing

''11, ..15L'.\L.!tnnl of Rel$ious Sl1dics Vol. 3, No. l. (2O19)
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issues and to heal memories and rvounded hearts, dialogue is evolved to educete, create
awareness and engender love rvhich is devoid of mutual suspicion. With the abundant
iecord of reiigious violence in Nigeria ranging from the Kano l98}'s Maitatsine, thc
Kaduna and Jos imbroglio to tl:e Boko Haram menace in the North-east, the Herdsmen
nuance currently dragged into the scene of criminality and many others, dialogue appears
to be a good rvay of working out useful arrangement for understanding, forgiving,
forgetting, pacifying and tolerating one another.2s The main instrunrent useful in the field
of Inter-faith discussion is essentiaJll dialogue.

In the Nigerian context, areas where dialogue has helped in fostering peace are many.
This is evident in various kinds of dialogue such as dialogue of life, dialogue of social
engagements, diatogue of theological exchange and dialogue of religious experiences.26
Dialogue of life entails living together in the same setting as hornes, schools, streets and
offices peacefully in-spite of variation in religious backgrounds. Therefore, when
scholars of various reli$ions organize seminars, workshops, peacet'ul rallies and
theological discourses, 6etter understanding of dialogue occurs. Also, dialogue of
reiigious experience becomes evident when people of different religions share other
religious experiences' knowledge and dleams which allow cross-t-e(ilization of ideas. :7

To the best of our understanding this is one of the reasons why majority of our higher
institutions of learning generally in Nigeria and particularly in Lagos State, have not been
witnessing any serious religious crises among students. For example, Lagos State
University, Department of Religions, has courses being offered by students of various
faiths in 'Comparative Religious Studies', 'lnteraction with the Living Faiths',
'Sociologi of Religion', etc. Through these courses we believe, usefui and objective
lessons on how to maintain peace, dialogue, positive development and cordial
relationship among people irrespective of their faiths and backgrouncis are disseminated
to students.

NIREC in Lagos State

NIREC Lagos State chapter was inaugurated on Thursday,2l" September,20C6 by Flis
Excellency, the then Executive Govemor, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed T'inubu, at the
conference room of Governor's office, Alausa, Ikeja. In his address during the
inauguration, the Governor says: ...one ofthe major concems when his administration
came to office was to ensure peace, religious tolerance and dialogue among various
ethnic and religious groups in the State".28 He stressed further that, Lagos NIREC is

mandated to strehgthen the existing inter I intra religious harmonies in the State; religious
leaders of all percuasions are expected to sensitize their adherents on the need to respect
the tenets and beliefs of other religions for a harmonious mutually reinforcing
relationship.2e

To say however, that, Lagos NIREC is far from achieving the main objectives for which
it rvas inaugurated, when the peace and mutual cooperation being enjoyed by all the
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adhercnts of various faiths in thc Slate are considered, is a wrong statement. Close to two
decades of NIREC in Nigeria, religious leaders in Lagos had benefited immcnsely from

varieties of projects olganized by the Council with the lull support of various subsequent

Goverdors of the State. Palpable irnpacts of the Council are being lelt across the main 20

Local Government and 37 Local Council Development Areas in the State. Johnson

rnaintains that, '...a few states have created NIREC or NIREC-like structures and lnter-

faith mcetings are springing up slowly throughout the co.untry. But Lagos NIRE€
achievements are noticeable and thus become unprecedented."'In Mubin's view, NIREC

is carrying ou very rvell and had organized various seminars on conflict management and

resoluiion, intemational relations and terrorism. It had steadily given advice to

government on rvays of governing to impact positively on Iives of people. Youth summit

was equalll' organized in 20li to sensitize ycung ones on the need for mutual co-

existenic.rr At no point rvas Lagos NIREC excluded in these projects rvith meaningful

intpacts on the resiCents of the State. This is gennane in the statement credited to His

Exccllency, the current Governor of Lagos State. I\4r. Akinrvunmi Ambode during the

inauguration of newly appbinted 798 NIREC members in 2017 all of whom were drarvn

lrom the 20 LGAs and 3TLCDAs of the State. [n his comment he maintained that:

Lagos State had in the past years not experienced ethno-religious crtsrs

owing to the lhct that l,agos Government did not leave the religious

leadeis aloofand that NIREC was commended for ensuring that potential

problcms were always nipped in the buds.32

Mr. Ambode extolled the virtues ol'the council when he called for enhanced peace,

cooperation and collaboration by Christians, Muslims and people of other faiths at the

grassroots. I{e maintained that the corrncil's impact at this level is looked up to for

deepening the level of religiotrs li'eedom, promoting tolerance, understanding and the

spirit of iove. TIre council lvas also charged to maintain the tempo not only because

Lagos occupies the piime position arrong other States in the country, but also because
.Lagos Covernmenr does not jokc u ith the issue of spirituality content of development

and in tLrm the spiritual leaders ltirr e not abatldoned the State.'r'' h is in the same manner

that rhe Governor took thc adYanragc olthe memorable launching of NIREC into the 57

Local Councils and char.ges them to funher maintain the administration's focus of being

allabout the pcople and their tvell'arc.ri

It is important to note at this junclure holvever, that, the composition of Lagos NIREC

mcnrbeiship as laicl dou'n by Asirvaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu was not changed by his

successor, Mr BabarLrnde'Raji Fashola.'they both drew Lagos NIREC memberships from

the file gco-political zones ol'the state lvith two represenhtives each. a Muslim and a

Christian. Ilut unclcr Governor Akinrvunnri Ambode, the mernberships rvere drawn from

all the Local Governmertt and l,ocal Council Developlllent Areas of the State, with l4
represetrtatives eacir. But tlteir tenrs of referelce as lay down by Asiwaju Bola Ahmed

l inubu since 2006 were not changed. These include:
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l. To create a permanent and sustainable channel of communication and interaction
thereby promoting dialogue between people ofdifferent I'aiths in the State.

2. To provide a forum for mutual co-operation and promotion of the welfare ofal!' in the Skte.
3. To create channels for peaceful resolution of any friction or conflict that may

arise among citizens.
4. To sene as an avenue to achieve national goals, economic growth, national unity

and promotion of political stabilitl-.
5. To assist the Federal, State and Local Governments ofNigeria and the populace

by emphasizing and accentuating the pbsitive rolijs religion should play in nation
bu tldtng."

Part oi the policies irnplemenrablc in NIREC is avoiding closure of roads during worship
hours. T'he council was able to diffuse the minds of religious leaders and th"i.-follo*"rs
frorn the habit of obstructing the road and public space for it is not only dangerous but
also not allorved by the governnrent. In the spirit of religious tolerance and friedom, no
religious group has right to obstruct the activities ofotheri.
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The Impacts of MREC in Lagos State

As mentioned above, Lagos govemment is in the forefront in the areas of building
sustainable network connecting the grassroots. This is an offshoot of the conviction tha.i

I!9_ !o!rr of any worthwhile government is the welfare of the cornmon man. Lagos
NIREC acts in the root of various programs which directly affect the polity mainly
consisted of christians and Muslims and, this is because the traditionalisti always holi
their own meetings seperately, several meetings are held to ensure that no one suffers
religious discrimination in Lagos, as citizens experience the best of religious freedom,
practice.and fraternization. This, in the opinion ofthe current Lagos State-'commissionei
lor Home Affairs, Dr Abdul Lareef Abdul Hakeem, project Lagos as the only State that
gives effective operation to the tenets of the Nigerian constitution on religious freedom
by fully implementing the relevant section.l6

To this end,"Vanguard Newspaper recorded that ,it is only in Lagos that NIREC is
functioning.'r'Ir mainmined rhar the inauguration of 798 members (399 Muslims and 399
christians) is a bid to continuously improve the current unprecedented level of peace and
religious harmony being enjoyed in Lagos. This invariably sustains and deepens the on-
going development, modernization and infrastructural expansion in the state. The effons
so far put in place by Lagos NIRIIC members through their constant programmes such as
meetings, seminars, workshops and public lectures on the significanci of peace, harmony
and d_ialogue among human kind, ensure not only that no religious irisis had been
recorded in some years back now, but also that it will remain crisis-free as long as Lagos
Government's irritiatives on peace and religious hannony subsists an-d muial
understanding between Muslims, Christians and people ofother faiths prevails.
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Another substantial impact of NII(EC on the people of Lagos is in the area of celebration
of festivals in all Local Government Areas. Example of these celebrations occurred
during the 'id-l-Fitri and Christrnas in 2016 and 2017 respectively. This to our view is a
commendable aat as ths gatherings always trring joy, love, unity, sense of appreciation
and tolethemess to the people of diverse cultures and backgrounds during religious
festive periods (o eat, drink, play and s,inc togetirer rvithout any form of discrimination.

In the same vein, rhe Council in collaboration with the Lagos State Environrnental
Protection Agency (LASEPA) had engaged religious leaders on possiblelvays of
regulating thc volume of noisc cmanating from the religious houses during worship
sessions. This noise pollution belore Lagos NIREC intervention had in fact reached
unbearable level, rvherc every Inosque and church (big and snrall) always engaged in
unnecessary use of public addrcss systeur to disturb neighbors rvho are either close or far
to them.

ln addition, the Land Use Chargc (LUC) Larv ol thc Statc had bcen skerved in a way to
cxernpt rcligioui houscs.through thc eflorts of NIREC. This State Larv as amcnded
notlvithstanding, the Council fro\vns at convening rcsidential buildings to religious
cdificc undcr the prctext to bc cxcnrpted from LUC paylnent. The Ilomc AITairs
Comrnissioner was rcportcd to havc insisted that: 'as for thosc rvho are combining their
rcsidencc rvith mosqucs or churches, Lagos Statc rvill not dernolish them, but noted thaf
all rcsidcrrtial premiscs arc subject to LUC and so rvhen officials of government come, do
not clairn therc is a mosquc or church on thc ground floor.' I'le furthcr emphasized that:
'rvhatcvcr rvc rvant to do, \ve should kecp ourselvcs rvithin the arnbit ofthe Larv'."

Following this trcnd, l,agos NIREC in collaboration rvith Physical Planning Ministry is

rnovillg to dcvisc a ncw lneans of cngaging rcligious lcadcrs so lhat they will llot
unnecessarily violatc the Statc Building Regulations. Not only lhat Lagos Governmcnt
through NIRIiC rcccntly ordercd thc census of religious houses in thc Statc but also
ordcrcd reasonable distancc betrveen religious houses to engendcr peace arrd harmony in
thc cnvironment.

hr our viov, thc Council appcirrs to havc gathercd tnolnentum by becoming an avcnuc
through rvhich thc Statc Covernrncnt could rcach pcople at thc grassroots. With thc line
of thought that politics and rcligions arc rathcr collaborati,.'c in a rvay lo clnpowcr
citizcnry through active participation in politics, Lagos NIREC has bccn playing
cnlightennrcnt rolc by uraking inlbrnrcd choices towards thc collcction of thc Pennancnt
Votcr''s Card (l'VC). Not,only that this rvould cnfranchisc them, but rvill also cnablc thern

to clcct good, rcsponsible and lcspousivc lcadcrs that rvill promotc thcir intcrcsts and

bring advanccmerrt to lllcm individually and collcctivcly."

Wc rvish to notc vcry strongly that l.agos NIREC has donc trcmcndously wgll in thcir
intcrvcntion in socio-political activitics of thc Statc. But it must bc crnphasizcd that thcir
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Challenging Issues ahead of Lagos NIREC

lluman circle is bewitched rvith lack of perlection strate&y and in the efforts to fashion
out admirable means of mutual understanding among thi adherents of various faiths in
Nigeria generally and Lagos in particular, many issues arise, Historically, the Advisory
Council on Religious Affairs (ACRA) during the Military era settled for the same

business of NIREC. ACRA was criticized for mutual suspicion on the ground of probable

imposition of one religion over the other. Another ground of criticism leveled against the
council (ACRA) was non-compromise to concede leadership to anyone rvhich also
informed the idea of co-chairmanship of MREC in 1999. These aspects, in thc opinion of
Kukah, rnarred thc council as it rendered it toothless bull-dog rvhich was unable to
interfcrc in governrncnt policy.a0

All thc supposed impacts nevc(heless, a line of thought in another quartcr could not
swallow lrook-lirre-and-sinker the possible implications of plunging thc religious
communiry into party politicking. To this extent, Lagos NIREC, in order not to become a
tool in the hands ofpoliticians, should maintain its catalyst status i.e. a mothcr-board that
would always engineer chemical reactions and rvould not dissolve in.thc reactivity
process. On the other hand, the stereo-type use-and-dumb syndrome for which politicians
in Nigeria are characterized should be closely rvatched by the revered religious leaders.

Not only that, the Council should as well run an all-inclusive project that would not
section certain group at the expense of others. Every recognized religious group should
be carried along not only througlr the incubation period but also rvhen the struggle
translates into reality. Above all, it should be borne in mind that as the Muslims segment

of NIREC stra(egizes the Christian counterparts are also into full game. Amidst of
counler accusation of rnarginali:ation from both sides and hues of "lslamization" ol'
Nigeriaar that often greet the Muslims' move to better their socio-religious entcrprise, a

structure that could sustain the unity of all religious entities beyond the current
dispensation is highly necessary to be put in place.a2

Rccommcndations

From thc foregoing, it cin be deduccd tlut as a human circlc, Lagos State holds somc
peculiaritics in rvhich religiosity is not exempted. In fact, thc act of religiosity in the State

can be said to have played paramount role in kceping the diversity of the Lagos polity
rvithout blcmish. Thereforc, in order to build upon the current achievements and

successes Lagos NIREC had recorded sincc its formation in 2006, the following
recommendations become signifi cant:
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All the retigious groups in Lagos State should appreciate the significance of the
current peace enjoyed in the city and do everything necessary to maintain the
status-quo.

Owing to the cosmopolitan nature of Lagos State, the monster of religious
bigotry which culminates into many nuisances such as public bus preaching

among olhers should be tamed. 'l'he plurality nature of the State as a home lor aLl

should bc jealously guarded.

It is however the vierv of this study that Lagos NIREC should be a launch pad to
other States counterparts. By this, its nrembership should be skewed in such a

way that would incorporate those rvhose doctrines and desires are rather not
inirnical to the majority. Neglecting this aspect creates avenues for popularizing
morally repugnant theology for *hich Interfaith at the Intemational level has

been criticized.

NIREC in Lagos should explore all necessary avenues to harmonize religious
fronts for better projection even beyond the shore ofthe nation.

il.

llt.

tv.

The State Governmerrt had agreed in principle that religious houses in the state

are exempted from payiug l-and Use Charge. So, NIREC should ensure that this
statement generates beyond being a 'Paper Tiger'.

vl, The Muslirn and Christian sections of NIREC should collaborate in running all
inclusive programs that are capable of creating genuine platform for the progress

of the nation as against the one skewed in such a way to sustain self-serving
individuality and group.

vlt Programmes like interacting rvith the Iiving faiths, cornparative religious studics.

religious nroral instructions, etc, should be made as compulsory courses at higher
institulions of learning for better understanding of all religions in the State.

Conclusion

In this paper, rve have highlighted thc background of NIREC 'rr'ith respect to Nigeria in
general and Lagos State'in particular. Within the pun'ierv of NTREC in Lagos, some

plausible arguments which put the council in a best stead for enhancing the socio-

cconomic and politico-moral situations of the religious groups were enumerated. Lagos

State NIITEC appraisal in the areas of political awareness front and social contributory
loles of the trvo religions were addressed. This is with a view to drawing a line of
demarcation betrveen positive politics and usc-and-dump syndrome rvhich unless if not
checked, rather than yielding positive dividends, might tend to enslave the polity. We

agreed.that it is on the basis of running all-inclusive programmes, that the council may
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achieve effectivc developmental activities in the State. On the finai note, NIREC in

Lagos State slroqld as a matter of fact, staftl up to its responsibilitics v;here and lvhenever

issues 'of stereotype arises through pubiic em lightenr':rents, scminars, workshops and

lectures which are devoid ofpolitical coloration.
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